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Brian Eno and Laurie Anderson in storage; plus interacting with Bob Dylan 
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Biba Kopf gets serious about dumb music 
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The music of South African composer Kevin Volans is a vibrant mix of sonic abstraction, 
ambient field recordings and contemporary dance. Story by Nick Kimberley 


C desires, like wanting to write an opera or a 
symphony. Kevin Volans is different: "I’d love to 
stop writing. That's my ambition. But you never find 
quite what you want to write, so you're always having 
to do it again." As Samuel Beckett said, 'I can't go on. I 
must go on." Not that Volans should be thought of as a 
composer of Beckettian despair. His music is vibrant, 
cleanly energetic Yet Volans clings to the idea of 
writing nothing — in another sense that opens up the 

nothing that were not boring silences, I’d be thrilled. 

opposite of light I love the sense of space that painters 
have, the simplicity. They can do something very 


minimal, and it still looksexciting.' 

To an extent such remarks should perhaps be 
expected from someone just returned, clearly 
refreshed, from a visit to his native South Africa. 'I went 
back to South Africa to get light" he says, and there is a 
sense in which African light and landscape suffuse 
much of his music Bom in Pietormaritzburg in 1949, 
Volans studied music in Johannesburg, and then with 
Stockhausen in Cologne, where he lived from 1973 to 
1981, including several years as Stockhausen’s 




from a Jasper Johns painting). Dancers On A Plane is a 
version of music he wrote for Plane Song, a film 
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CDs for Pete Namlook’s Fa> 

Painkiller's Execution Ground. He approaches the 



crystalline tones, Transonic tracks such as *W 
(Slow Spiral Of Clouds)" and “Wheel Of Heaven" (off 
the recent Virtual Current CD) are evocative of the 

ive soundworlds familiar from both Can 


virtual artisan 

$o, cpl^aJjofatiqns with fill Laswell and John Zorn, solo projects for Pete Namlook’s Fax 
iEeJ, connections with the.free jazz metal of Last Exit and Machine Gun — Robert Musso 
5 mjc^ljgOsjniusician^protean, nomadic, invisible. Interview by Peter Shapiro 
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York Arts Centre present 


the late 
music festival 

honorary patron 
Michael Nyman 


programme 
includes 

Reich 
Weill 
Glass 
Birtwistle 
Gorecki 
& Crumb 

can the cutting edge 

get any sharper? : WIRE 

for free brochure call 

01904 627129 


8 concerts of 
music of 
our time 

June 1995 at 
VPRk ARts Centr e 





































In the 60s, Terry Riley’s music piled minimalism, psychedelia, tape experiments and 
Oriental exotica into ritualistic trance improvisations that lasted all night. In the 90s, his 
open-ended approach to music is more relevant than ever. Interview by David Toop 
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Byron Wallen’s ‘Sound Advice’ 
presents a spiritual debut album 
with R.A.M.P - Realistic Alternative 
Messages to Pessimism 

PRODUCED BYAIRTO MOREIRA 
FEATURING: ORPHY ROBINSON, 
LEMN SISSAY GARY CROSBY 
AND ROWLAND SUTHERLAND 

TOUR DATES: 

APRIL 28th, Braithwaite Hall, Croydon 30th, SWANSEA 
LITERATURE FESTIVAL MAY 3rd JAZZ CAFE - [ALBUM 
LAUNCH ) 4th, Band On The Wall, Manchester 12th, 
Queens Hall, Edinburgh 13th, Newcastle Festival Live 
Theatre, Newcastle Upon Tyne 16th, York Arts Centre, York 





Lee Perry is the original dub mystic, the liquidator, the one-drop upsetter, the Black Ark 
afronaut. For this exclusive interview, K Martin received an invitation to an audience with 
Perry who was on a brief visit to London. This is what happened... 









































Scott Walker, perhaps the most enigmatic singer in recent times, has returned with his first 
recording since 1984. But is it a work of experimental genius or one man’s towering folly? 
More than a decade after conducting Walker’s last major interview, Richard Cook meets 
him again to hear about the years of silence 
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in May by 2:13:61. 







In the second part of our guide to Small Independent Labels, we profile 10 furtive 
organisations all operating out of music’s shady hinterlands... 
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advice 
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More next month: Bruce's Fingers, PSF, Skin Graft... 









e. complete and extravagant 


musicology. l< 


A hugely ambitious critical 
the cult guitar player. It drags Zappa... 
eud. free jazz, postmodernism, feminist 
isbian S & M theory. James Joyce and 
)r. Cambridge poet Jeremy Prynne. The book 
sets out to rewire everything we think we know about the 
politics of culture' It's provocative, intellectually 

stimulating and totally preposterous: just like Zappa's body 
of work... it genuinely illuminates the fierce intelligence 
al genius of Frank Zappa' 


hysterical piece o 



trank zappa the 
negative dialectics ct 
jccdle play 



































charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 
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May’s choicest CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 


May winners: 

Terje Rypdal, Oval, Scott 
Walken Macro Dub Infectors 

Insoundcheck: 

Peter Blegvad, Sabres Of 
Paradise, Elvis Costello, Paul 
Dunmall& Paul Rogers, 
Roger Eno, Kim Fowley, 
Philip Glass, King Crimson, 
Todd Levin, Mercury Rev, 
Joe Morris, Milton 
Nascimento, Michael 
Nyman, Pauline Oliveros, 
Evan Parker; Parliament, 
Red House Painters, 
Scanner, Sonic Youth, 
Stereolab, Routes From The 
Jungle, Kevin Volans, John 
Zorn and more... 

In brief: 

Speeding through new 
classical, jazz and out rock 
releases 
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si-{cut}■db 
'nuisance' 


a new CD of electronica. < helping to define the now. 

available thru' Kudos distribution. In circulation: Phoenix Jig {PAN 1/SOH 015CD}, 

“Just In Time For Too Late" {SOH 016CD}, Media Form “Beauty Reports” {SOH 018CD}, 

Radial Blend "Abandon Time" {SOH 019CD}. 
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Light up your life 

With this month’s FREE subscription offer 

Receive one year’s worth of Wires plus one of these Sub Rosa CDs for just £25 





Call 


0171 734 3555 
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read, raved about, routed 
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VOYAGER PRESENTS 


LAURIE ANDERSON 



MAJOR 


MULTI-MEDIA 


PERFORMANCE 


YEARS 


Concerts produced by Asgard 


Tuesday 30th May Birmingham Symphony Hall Tel: 0121 212 3333 

Saturday 3rd June Glasgow Royal Concert Hall Tel: 0141 227 5511 

Sunday 4th June Manchester Labatts Apollo Tel: 0161 242 2560 


Monday 5th, Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th June 
London Royal Festival Hall (Tel: 0171 928 8800) 





music+video+games 


mega means more 









